
Commodore’s Comments #20 
Weekend of July 25, 2020

By J. Patrick McGann

WELCOME to Comet Neowise!  
A visitor to Birch Lake from 
60,000,000 miles away from 

Earth at it closest.  Don’t worry if you 
missed it’s visit this time, just be patient 
because it will be back again in our neck 
of the solar system in another 7,000 
years.  It’s tail, visible with the naked 
eye, was about three fingers long as you 
hold out the tips of your fingers up next 
to the comet.  Fleet Captain Bill Luecht 
and I saw it from the end of our piers 
about 10:30 pm first with binoculars 
then after it got darker without them.  It 
was the brightest comet either of us had 
ever seen.  I remember when Hailey’s 
Comet was around some 34 years ago, 
1986,  I took my four small kids out to 
farm country south of South Bend so 
they could all view it and even though it 
was only a wisp of light with binoculars 
I wanted them to remember it in 75 
years when it returned to earth the next 

time.
 Congratulations to the team of 
Jeanne Welch and Barb Cassady for 
another successful Ladies Golf Outing. 
See their report in this issue of the 
Barker and the date for 2021.
 The Men’s Golf Outing is on Friday 
July 31 at Pine View in Three Rivers, or 
“Triple Ripple” as we use to call it at 
Camp Eberhart, with a shotgun start at 
1:30 pm.  A beef tenderloin dinner to fol-
low.  Sign up and pay online at: mens-
golf.birchlakeyachtclub.com.  Also email 
me your team members at pat@mcgann-
hay.com. You can also drop off a check 
at my house mailbox, 63164 Birch Rd.
 Ed Levy (south side) reported to me 
that fishing has been good on Birch 
Lake this year for pan fish.  But he 
made me promise to not reveal his 
favorite spots.  Other fishermen say 
there are lots of small Largemouth Bass 
but very few keepers of 14” or more.  
There was one report of a 3-1/2 lb.  bass.   
And then there are people like Tom 
Lacy (south side) who photoshops pic-
tures of huge bass and posts them on 
BLL Facebook page but he did not fool 
me.  Keep trying though, Tom.
 It was reported by Bob Waddle, our 
unofficial executive property manager, 

that we need a new refrigerator at the 
BLYC.  If anyone is so inclined to gift a 
new one to the club next Spring, that 
would be much appreciated.  Just let me 
know.  The one we have now was a gift 
of a longtime former BL resident with 
other kitchen equipment and a remodel.  
Hopefully someone else will step up for 
the estimated $1500 investment.
 Vice-Commodore Dr. Dan and I 

July 25 - Reid Francis Memorial Invitational 
Regatta, Diamond Lake POSTPONED
JULY 31 - New date for MEN’S GOLF 
  OUTING, 1:30 pm shotgun start @ 
   Pineview golf course
August 1 - Corn & Sausage Roast, 
  CANCELED
August 1 - HOMEOWNERS Annual 
    meeting, following BLYC board meeting
July 21, 2021 - Ladies Golf Outing, 9 am
    Diamond Lake Golf Course
BLYC Board of Directors’ meetings, 

9 am,  August 1, September 5
To rent the BLYC building contact Sandy 
Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

So, now we really know how to do the dog paddle, huh?
photo by Mr. Bob
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The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone 
mailbox at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  DEADLINE for any issue is Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680.  To contact Commodore Pat McGann, call  574-532-5377 or email pat@mcgannhay.com.



— Birch Lake Notes —
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“available”

decided it would be best to make the 
annual BLYC Fall Dinner a virtual 
Zoom gathering for social distancing and 
to keep us all safe.  Our Web master 
Chas Grundy has some great ideas to 
make it fun and special during this cock-
tail hour over Zoom.  Boy that guy comes 
from good genes.  The date is the last 
Saturday August 29.  More information 
to follow.
 Enjoy the rest of the weekend and 
please stay safe.
 LOVE THE LAKE! 

 ~ JPM, Commodore
 
Next year’s ladies golf outing
 The BLYC Ladies Golf Outing will 
be Friday, July 16, 2021 at Diamond 
Lake Golf course starting at 9 am.

Plastic lids
 Hi Birch Lakers.  I’m asking for a 
favor. If you could save your plastic lids, 
I would really appreciate it. A friend of 
mine knows a family who is collecting 
them to make a friendship bench in 
honor of their father who passed away. 
They can be milk jug lids, salad dress-
ing,  ketchup and mustard,  water bot-
tles, mayonnaise jars, prescription tops 
and containers, anything you empty that 
has a plastic lid. Just put them in a bag-
gie and save them for me, please.  

Thank you so much for your help!
~Bad Patty, east side.

Homeowners Association meeting
 The Annual Homeowners 
Association meeting will take place on 
Saturday, August 1 at 10 am. This meet-
ing is open to all current members of the 
Birch Lake Homeowners Association 
Due to the pandemic the meeting will be 
done virtually through a program called 
Zoom, instead of physically meeting at 
the Yacht Club.  Below is some informa-
tion about Zoom and on how to access 
the Annual Homeowners Meeting.  
 Zoom is a video conferencing tool 
that lets multiple people meet using a 
computer, tablet, or smart phone. It also 
allows dial-in access (audio-only). 
 Step 1: Download and Install Zoom 
(the conferencing software). It runs on 
Windows, Mac, iOS, Android, etc. https://
zoom.us/download. Optional: Test your 
connection and setup using https://zoom.
us/test.  We suggest you do this at least 
a day before the meeting. 
 Step 2: Join the Zoom meeting by 
computer, smart phone, tablet: https://
bit.ly/homeownersmeeting  (This is a 
direct link.) or go to https://zoom.us/join 
and use Meeting ID: 726 244 689, 
Password: 989768 or by dialing in from a 
phone (audio only): (312) 626-6799, 

Meeting ID: 726 244 689, Password: 
989768
 Still need help joining? Contact 
Blair Garceau for assistance.  Text her 
cell at (574)261-9817.

M-62 to close for two weeks
 Beginning August 3, for two weeks, 
the Cass County Drain Commissioner 
will have M -62 closed between Hess 
Road and Yankee St. near Edwardsburg. 
This project is to lower a culvert to assist 
drainage to the Pleasant Lake drain. 
Depending on the weather the project 
may be completed early and the road 
reopened. 
 For questions or concerns contact 
the Cass County Drain Commissioner at 
445-4428 or email brucec@cassco.org 

Goose Control Survey
 Birch Lake has seen an increase in 
geese in recent years (5 families, approx-
imately 25 geese). Some homeowners 
have experienced negative effects, such 
as aggressive geese, feces on piers and 
yards, and other damage to properties.
 In response to requests from the 
community, the Birch Lake Yacht Club 
and Homeowners Association have 
researched solutions. One of these solu-
tions involves rounding up geese into 
cages and relocating them. Some geese 

Just a 
phone 

call 
away



— Birch Lake Notes —
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available

PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

may not survive this process. The effectiveness is not guaran-
teed.
 If we decide to pursue the goose removal option, we will 
need to begin working toward a permit this fall. This process 
will likely cost $10,000 over the first five years (with 
ongoing costs as well). Before taking any further action, the 
Birch Lake Yacht Club and Homeowners Association would 
like to gather input from the community.
 One survey response will be accepted per household. This 
survey will remain available until the end of day Monday, 
July 27.
 Take the survey online at bitly.com/blycgoosesurvey or 
fill out the form on page 10 of this week’s Barker and mail or 
give it to BLYC Commodore Pat McGann at 63164 Birch Rd., 
Vandalia, MI 49095 or BLYC Vice Commodore Dan Waxman 
at  63590 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095
 If you have any questions or want to share additional 
feedback, please contact Dan Waxman at dwaxman@versiti.
org or 317-506-1680.

The Birch Barker
 The Birch Barker is delivered to all homes on Birch Lake 
every weekend, and posted online at http://www.philvitale.
com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm.
 To submit items to the Birch Barker for potential publica-
tion, or to buy a display or classified ad, contact sailorphil@
philvitale.com or onlinebarker@gmail.com, or mail to Phil 
Vitale, 63174 Birch Rd. (east side), Vandalia, MI 49095.
 Deadline is noon on the Tuesday prior to the weekend of 
publication.  Display ad prices and sizes can be seen at http://
www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm; classified ads 
are free for members, and $5 for non-members.
 Please note: the Birch Barker and the Birch Lake Yacht 

Amount
raised
to date

to donate
for fireworks
or any other
BLYC function
or activity ...

use the form
in the back of 

this week’s
        Birch 

        Barker

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND
Starting over for 2021!

$10,250GOAL

or contribute online at
http://BirchLakeYachtClub.com/

In 2020 we raised $14,208 for our $10,250 goal ... 
so we’ve now started over for 2021

$3958.00July 5, 2020

$4,813.00July 20, 2020
No change this week



‘Blue skies
Smiling at me
Nothing but blue skies

Do I see”
 Well obviously, we saw none of that 
on Sunday! Once again, Mother Nature 
hit us with a one/two punch! Plenty of 
wind, (almost too much!)  rain, thunder 
and lightning!  Not a good combination 
for sailing. I’m beginning to think that 
sailing on Birch Lake was just in our 

imagination. It was something sailors of 
the past would tell us. Stories of the 
great Sunday races that occurred long 
ago! Have optimism sailors! One day 
you may be able to tell the next genera-
tion about the great races you had on 
our beautiful lake! 
 This season to be continued ... Sail 
on,
 ~Fleet Captain Bill
 (and ghost writer BP)

Fleet Captain’s Corner

Just our imagination ... from 1968

2020

NOPE



As many of you are aware 
each year we do a sampling 
of a number of places around 

the lake to determine if there is 
any concern regarding bacterial 
contamination and in so doing be 
in a position to be able to alert the 
lake population as well as initiate 
an investigation as to any reason 
for such an observation.  We should 
state initially that the E coli levels 
from samples this year represent no 
more than expected background, are 
way, way below the State of Michi-
gan recommendations for swimming 
safety, and do not indicate any point 
sources of pollution.   In other words 
folks, there is nothing to see here, 
and based on at least this parameter 
(bacterial contamination), the lake 
is safe and a great place to enjoy this 
summer.  
 After the sewers were installed 
there were some concerns that we 
may have breaks or leakages in the 
lines leading to potential contam-
ination of the lake.  This has been 
proven not true in a number of ways.  
 The first being that if there were 
leak points, due to the nature of the 
system water would be sucked into 
the sewer pipe rather than the oppo-
site.  

 Secondly, formal evaluation of 
the sewer pipes has been conducted 
using camera outfitted robots to look 
at the entire line, which showed no 
breaks etc.  
 Third we initiated a formal E coli 
testing program using an outside lab 
to evaluate for any hotspots of E Coli.  
None were found with the exception 
of the little stream draining the 
wetlands into the lake on the north-
east corner.  Genetic analysis of the 
stream E coli DNA showed it to be 
nonhuman (i.e. not from the sewer).  
Additionally, although high levels 
were found in the stream, within 2 
feet of the stream outlet, levels were 
diluted to background.  Following 
the formal testing program, we have 
been conducting the tests for E coli 
ourselves using validated testing kits 
and methodologies.  The data has 
been virtually identical each year 
with high levels in the little stream, 
and basically background at all other 
sampling sites.
 E coli is a fecal coliform bacteria 
found in the digestive system of espe-
cially warm blooded animals.  By it-
self, it may not necessarily be harm-
ful, but it is an indicator bacteria for 
fecal contamination of water sources 
(wells, beaches, water bodies) and 

thus other potentially harmful bacte-
ria.  Each year a number of beaches 
around the state may be closed due 
to high levels of E coli.  This is often 
due to  overflow of storm/sanitary 
sewers following rains, drainage 
of heavily used animal farms into 
lakes, or large populations of geese 
by swimming areas.  
 Fortunately, we have none of 
these conditions with the exception 
of an enlarging goose population.  
Should it get larger and the flock 
spend considerable time at single 
locations, local E coli levels might 
become a problem, but not now.

— Water Quality Report —

I.    Thou shalt prevent the spread of 
   Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).
II.   Thou shalt minimize surface runoff.
III.  Thou shalt minimize the effects of 
      waves.
IV.  Thou shalt protect and expand 
       Natural Shorelines.

V.  Thou shalt not allow phosphorus, 
      nutrients, and other undesirable 
      chemical elements to enter our 
      lake.
VI.  Thou shalt remain informed and 
       active about other Water Quality 
       issues

Water Quality annual E coli report

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

1stsource.com  |  Member FDIC

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not 
deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve 
investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly 

owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

The “Six CommAndmenTS of BirCh LAke WATer QuALiTy”



SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

— Ladies golf —
Birch Lake Ladies’ Golf
 On Friday, July 17, 22 women 
played nine holes of fun golf at Dia-
mond Lake Golf Course. The annual 
event had the theme of “Girls Just 
Wanna Have Fun” and fun we had. 
The weather was sunny and breezy 
and we all felt a bit like we had 
gotten a Get out of Jail Free card. It 
was so nice to be out with others just 
relaxing, laughing and having fun. 
Even though the virus was still going 
on and we had the option of tak-
ing separate carts, we had to wear 
masks inside the clubhouse and our 
lunches were boxed and not buf-
fet-style, we still felt we could think 
about things other than the dreaded 
pandemic for a few hours.
 The game was Pink Ball and 
once everyone figured out what the 
rules were, we got going and things 
moved along. After our nine holes, 
we stayed at the golf course and 
ate outside in the nice picnic area. 

Thanks to Jeannie Welch for making 
the delicious lunch, and to Pat Welch 
for delivering the box lunches to us. 
A huge thank you to the staff at Dia-
mond Lake Golf Course: Bill, Cheryl 
and Mikey for helping us in so many 
ways. They really made the event 
special.
 The following prizes were award-
ed this year for great golf:
1st Place Team: Debbie Soldato/
Dana Soldato/Johanna Stratigos/
Mackenzi Dobosiewicz (winners 
three years in a row!)
2nd Place Team: Jeannie Welch/
Julie O’Chap/Barb Cassady/Diane 
Robertson
3rd Place Team: Claudia Phipps/
Becky Wiseman/Brittany Marlow/
Allison Weaver-Gills
Longest Drive:  Johanna Stratigos
Closest to the Pin:  Carla Chester
Longest Putt: Irene Steffen
 A big thank you goes out to Staci 
Whiteman for driving the beverage 
cart. Staci said she doesn’t play golf 
but this is her opportunity to spend 
time with the ladies of the lake. 
Michelle Seyfarth was our official 
photographer and helped in other 
ways as well. We appreciate these 
ladies giving their time to help make 
the event a success. Zimmy’s Tav-

ern owner, Lee Oswalt, generously 
donated t-shirts and gift cards for 
the outing, We appreciate his annual 
support to this cause.
 We had generous sponsors for 
this year’s outing:
O’Donnell’s Docks, LLC; Patti & Rick 
Russwurm - Paramount Properties, 
Inc.; Sandy & Phil Vitale; Gavin 
Francis - Prime Property Care; Car-
men & Debbie Soldato; Bob & Sue 
Waddle; Bill Robertson - B4Time; 
Dan & Sharon Waxman; Mark 
Bidelman - Sun & Shade Awning; 
Jan Temple & Tom Kuhn; Jim Rau 
- Apollo Marine; Dennis Bamber; 
Susie Tucker Realty; Barb & Tom 
Cassady.
 Please remember to thank our 
sponsors. Their generosity helped 
make the event a huge success for 
Birch Lake Yacht Club. 
 Be sure to mark your calendars 
for next year’s event: Friday, July 16, 
2021.

~Barb Cassady and Jeannie Welch, co-chairs



— Ladies golf —

269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!

2020 BLYC 
Ladies Golf 

Outing
thanks to 

Jeannie Welch and 
Barb Cassady



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Jim and Linda Bergan’s (Cove) grand-
daughter Lily and great niece Lia visited 
last week and merit Barker Kids of the 
Week honors.

Raegan’s first swim in Birch Lake this 
year with Daddy (Scott Sortal), Grand-
ma Jan (Temple) and Papa T (Kuhn) of 

the west side.

Connor Caplis (north side, age 7) 
caught two fish with one worm!  He 

might as well retire from fishing now.

Barker Kids of the Week
Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid of the Week?  Want your dog to 
be a Dog of the Week?  Want your lawnmower to be the Lawnmower of 
the Week?  Just mail your photo (with a SASE if you want the photo(s) 
back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; put them in 
a ziplock and stick them in the stone mailbox at my home ( on the east 

side), or email them to me at  SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM



   Kevin Wilson
    Magician

BIRTHDAYS
ANNIVERSARIES
COMPANY PICNICS
CONVENTIONS
PARTIES
AGE APPROPRIATE
ENTERTAINMENT

Kevin Wilson
574-234-9975

abracadabramagic.com
info@abracadabramagic.com

Kevin has 
mystified and 
entertained 

audiences of all 
ages with his 
sophisticated 

sorcery

An accounting practice serving 
southwestern Michigan for over 

60 years specializing in 
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business 
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager, 
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions, 

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can 
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off 

the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for 

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

2056 Plaza Drive
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

269-926-2191

— SEPSA millage explained —
 More than 13 years ago, the voters of 
Mason and Porter Townships approved 
a special millage to support EMS and 
Fire protection services. During that 13+ 
years, the 2 mill dedicated millage has 
been renewed each time it was placed 
before the voters. This millage expires 
with the 2020 winter tax levy and is 
scheduled to be placed on the ballot in
August of 2020 for renewal consider-
ation. The Southeast Public Safety 
Authority (SEPSA) Board recently voted 
to place the 2 mill renewal on the August 
ballot. 
 This RENEWAL is NOT an in-
crease in your tax levy, and will not 
overlap with the expiring mills for 
EMS and Fire. 
Questions and Answers
● Is this a new millage? NO, It is a re-
newal of the expired millage (2mill) 
● What is the total millage amount if the 
proposal passes? 2 mills 
● In everyday language, what does the 
SEPSA EMS and Fire Millage Propos-
al mean?  The renewal asks voters to 
approve two mills for seven years on 
taxable property in Mason and Porter 
Townships to help fund the fire depart-
ments. If approved, the millage renewal 
would begin in 2021. 
● How much would this cost me per 
year? Take your home’s taxable value 
(from your tax bill or the township) 
divide by 1000 and then multiply by 2 

mills [TV/1000x2=yourcost]. 
● Why is dedicated funding needed? The 
amount of revenue generated by Town-
ships tax revenues are not able to fund 
fire and EMS service. 
● Is additional funding needed? Authori-
ty millage varies from year to year based 
upon the taxable value of the Town-
ships. Historically, as the taxable value 
of the township has increased, so has 
the revenue generated by the millage. 
Authority expenses continually rise due 
to increased costs of equipment, insur-
ance and staff. SEPSA has effectively 
managed expenses to prevent increasing 
levies above current millage rates. 
● How much revenue would this millage 
generate? For 2021, with passage of the
proposal, it is expected that the millage 
would raise $658,498 for fire and EMS
coverage. 
● What is the money for? The revenue 
raised by the EMS and fire millage goes 
towards funding the Southeast Public 
Safety Authority’s Fire and EMS Depart-
ment operations for Mason and Porter 
Townships. The millage covers a portion 
of the total cost of operations including 
replacement of Vehicles, Equipment, 
Insurance and Wages. For 2019, the 
millage funded approximately 76 percent 
of the authority’s budget. The remaining 
funding for the EMS and fire department 
budget comes from run fees, donations, 
grants and other revenue sources. 

● What  will the ballot proposal look like?

Renewal Proposal Southeast Public Safety Au-
thority Fire & EMS Millage (This is a Renewal of 
millage which will expire with the 2020 tax levy)
Shall the limitation imposed under Article IX, 
Section 6 of the Michigan Constitution on the 
amount of ad valorem taxes be levied on all 
taxable property within the territorial limits of 
the Southeast Public Safety Authority, (Mason 
Township, and Porter Township, in the
County of Cass, State of Michigan), be increased 
(this is a renewal of millage which will expire 
with the 2020 tax levy) by 2 mills ($2.00 per 
$1,000 of taxable value) for 7 years, 2021-2027 
inclusive, for the purpose of providing funds for 
the purchase of equipment, and operation of Fire 
and EMS services by the Southeast Public Safety 
Authority? If approved and levied in its entirety, 
it is estimated that, in its first year, the 2 mills will 
raise $658,498 for the Southeast Public Safety 
Authority. (This is a RENEWAL of millage which 
will expire with the 2020 tax levy). Yes No

● When and where do I vote?
Vote August 4, 2020

AUTHORITY PRECINCTS 
AND POLLING LOCATIONS

Polls are open from 7 am to 8 pm on 
Election Day. Mason Township Poll-
ing Location; Mason Twp. (US 12 and 
Kessington at Library); Porter Township 
Polling Locations; Porter Fire Station & 
Porter Twp. Office (Baldwin Prairie & 
US 12)



— Goose Control Survey —
Birch Lake Goose Control Survey

Birch Lake has seen an increase in geese on the lake in recent years (5 families, approximately 25 geese). Some homeowners have 
experienced negative effects, such as aggressive geese, feces on piers and in yards, and other damage to their properties.
 Natural control and deterrence methods include planting tall grasses and plants at the water’s edge (although the lack of 
these grasses and plants on neighboring properties reduces the benefit of this approach), minimizing lawn areas, or scaring away 
geese. These have been moderately successful in some areas of the lake, while other residents report continued issues.
 In response to requests from the community, the Birch Lake Yacht Club and Homeowners Association have researched 
solutions. One of these solutions involves rounding up geese into cages and relocating them (a method used by Diamond Lake, 
Shavehead Lake, and others). Some geese may not survive this process. The effectiveness is not guaranteed as some geese may 
not be found while others may still return after being relocated. Based on similar efforts, 80% of adults annually may return and 
new geese may come to Birch at any time.
 If we decide to pursue the goose removal option, we will need to begin working toward a permit this fall. This process will 
likely cost $10,000 over the first five years (with ongoing costs as well). Before taking any further action, the Birch Lake Yacht 
Club and Homeowners Association would like to gather input from the community.
 One survey response will be accepted per household. This survey will remain available until the end of day Monday, July 27.
 If you have any questions or want to share additional feedback, please contact Dan Waxman at dwaxman@versiti.org or 317-
506-1680.

* Required

Name *________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address *______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone________________________________________________________Email address____________________________________________

How much have you been affected by the geese at Birch Lake? *

Not at all 1 2 3 Extremely negatively

In what ways have you been affected by the geese?

Would you support goose removal? *

Yes, and would financially support it

Yes, but not at a cost

Maybe, depending on cost

Maybe, depending on how they are removed

No, I am opposed

Other:
If yes, how much (in addition to your regular dues and contributions) would your household contribute to the expense of goose 
removal? (This is not a firm commitment but an expression of interest.)

__________________________________________________________

If you answered no, but the majority were in favor, would you seek to block the removal efforts?

_____Yes

______No

_____Maybe

Other Comments:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please complete this survey and mail or give it to BLYC Commodore Pat McGann at 63164 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 or 
BLYC Vice Commodore Dan Waxman at  63590 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095

OR complete the survey online at bitly.com/blycgoosesurvey



Aries (March 21-April 19) - Twice a 
year for a four-week window, the Sun “shines” on 
you. This begins this week, which is great news 
because it brings balance and equilibrium to your 
life. It will boost your energy level. It’s a great time for 
a vacation because amusements, recreation, hob-
bies, fun socializing and playful activities with kids 
are higher up on your list of priorities. You will feel 
lighter and more free-spirited! Romance is favored, 
and new love will begin for many. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - In the next 
four weeks, you might encounter circumstances that 
test you and the validity of what you’re doing. You 
might encounter people who seem to work at cross 
purposes with you. You might be forced to prove to 
someone that what you’re doing is worthwhile. 
Meanwhile, your focus will turn to home, family and 
your private life. If you can, you will choose to be by 
yourself and cocoon at home. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - The pace of 
your days will accelerate in the next four weeks 
because suddenly, you’re busy! Short trips, 
increased reading, writing and studying, plus, more 
time spent with siblings, relatives and neighbors on 
top of a busy schedule of errands, visits and 
appointments will keep you on the run! Actually, you 
will work effectively with others because your goals 
will harmonize with their goals. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - Don’t be 
surprised if you find yourself reflecting about your 
values in the next four weeks. When it comes to 
things that you own, it’s time to take a hard look at 
them and decide do they help you or are they a hin-
drance? Let’s face it, you have a tough time letting 
go of stuff. You know who you are. Nevertheless, 
you might want to make an important purchase and 
show it off to others? Meanwhile, this focus on 
money and possessions could lead to deeper 
self-scrutiny about what is really worthwhile in life? 
(Aside from dark chocolate.)

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - For the next four 
weeks, it’s a time of new beginnings because you 
are setting out on a fresh new cycle! During this 
time, it is totally appropriate to put yourself first. 
You’re not being selfish. You have a need to express 
yourself now, personally and creatively, and this is 
valid. Don’t deny yourself this out of a misguided 
concept of duty or modesty. Your first allegiance is to 
yourself and if you don’t respect that- you will be of 
little use to anyone.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Now is the 
time to set goals for your new year. (You love lists!) 
Define some goals because they give you a clearer 
focus on what is important to you. If you have goals, 
they help you to make decisions in the future. Goals 
also give you better control over your future and they 
certainly give you a sense of purpose. Take some 
time in the next four weeks to jot down some things 
you hope to accomplish in your new year ahead. 
You won’t regret this because it will only benefit you.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - The next four 
weeks are more social! You will enjoy the company 
of others and vice versa. Not only will you be happy 
to be with friends, you will work more effectively with 
groups and organizations. Meanwhile, think about 
whether your friends are beneficial to you or not? 
Never underestimate the influence that your friends 
have on you because that influence is great.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - The Sun is 
at the top of your chart for the next four weeks, 
which is the only time all year this occurs. 
Symbolically, it represents a spotlight on you that 
makes others notice you more than usual, especially 
bosses, parents, teachers, VIPs and the police. 
Fortunately, this spotlight is flattering, so people think 
you’re great! This is why you might be asked to take 
on increased responsibilities. If so, say yes because 
you don’t have to do anything special to impress 
them. Nevertheless, both your successes and your 
failures will seem more obvious now. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - You 
have a lovely four-week window ahead, which 
means that your life will run smoothly. Nevertheless, 
don’t be tempted to slack off. (Admittedly, this is an 
excellent time for a vacation and a fun time to trav-
el.) Nevertheless, examine what is working in your 
life and what is not. It’s time to think about which 
projects are worth saving and which are not. This is 
also an excellent window of time to learn something 
new through study, training or taking courses. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - The 
next four weeks will be more intense than usual. For 
some of you, this intensity will be passionate! It 
could be a sexual passion or passion about what 
you’re doing or passion about art or a new kind of 
experience. One thing you will be passionate about 
is your desire to improve yourself in some way. 
Ironically, just when you are soul-searching, you 
might encounter someone who prompts you to do 
this even more so. Time for a reality check.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - In the 
next four weeks, certain things in your life are reach-
ing a culmination. You’re bringing some affairs to a 
climax, which means you might need to be careful 
dealing with bosses, superiors and people in authori-
ty. This is also a time when you see what is working 
and you see what is not. Always remember that your 
first loss is your cheapest loss. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - The next 
four weeks are a change of gears for you because 
suddenly, you want to work hard and be productive 
and effective in every aspect of your life. Because 
you will set the bar high, your personal aspirations 
will include your health as well. Nevertheless, as you 
focus on getting better organized and being physi-
cally efficient, remember that you might have to work 
for the benefit of someone else, which is not your 
first choice. Relations with parents are better. 
Redecorating your digs will also appeal. (If you don’t 
paint, can you see yourself cleaning mirrors?)

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.355
1.2 days before first quarter

Sunrise: 06:28:48
Sunset: 21:08:19

Moonrise: 12:02:37
Moonset: No MoonSet
Daylight:  14 Hr 39 Min 31 Sec

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Birch Barker Funnies



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Strawberry Angel Food Layer Cake
Patty’s light-as-air, heavenly spin on strawberry short-

cake  is perfect for summer and preps in just 25 min-
utes.

Ingredients:
1 (16oz) pkg. angel food cake mix
1 ½ cups low-sugar strawberry preserves
1 cup heavy cream
2 Tbs. sugar
½ tsp. vanilla extract
3 cups strawberries (from 16oz container trimmed, halved.
Fresh mint leaves (optional)

Directions: 
 Heat oven to 350. Prepare and bake cake mix in 10” round
angel food cake pan and let cool according to package direc-
tions.
 In bowl, stir strawberry preserves until smooth, reserve. 
On medium-high speed beat cream, sugar and vanilla until 
stiff peaks form; reserve.
 Using serrated knife, horizontally cut cake in half. Place 
bottom half on serving plate, spread reserved strawberry pre-
serves on top. 
 Top with remaining cake half. 
 Spread whipped cream over top of cake.
 Top with strawberries. Garnish with mint.



Every few years I get requests from 
parents or people around the lake 
about favorite camp songs. This 

spring during the stay-at-home orders, we 
hosted online camp song singing sessions 
every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon 
for campers and friends to join us in song. 
So this week I wanted to share the lyrics 
to some of the songs our campers love to 
sing. 
 Pep is one of the “fun” songs that are 
rowdy and silly, and On the Loose is one 
of the “serious” ones or ballads we sing 
at Council Fire. Every night we have a 
song circle around the fire and sing camp 
songs. On a quiet night around 8:30pm 
you might be able to hear us singing!

PEP
The peppiest kids I ever knew, they never 
come a-pokin’
If I was to tell you the pep they’ve got 
you’d think I was a-jokin’
It’s not the pep in the pepper pot or the 
pep in the popcorn popper
It’s not the pep in the mustard jar or the 
pep in the vinegar stopper
It’s good old-fashioned P-E-P, the pep you 
cannot down
Tannadoonah pep, Tannadoonah pep
The peppiest camp around!

ON THE LOOSE
Have you ever watched a sunset turn the 
sky completely red?
Have you slept beneath the moon and 
stars, pine bows ‘fore your head?

Do you sit and talk with friends, though 
not a word is ever said?
Then you’re just like me and you’ve been 
on the loose

Chorus
On the loose to climb a mountain
On the loose where I am free
On the loose to live my life
The way I think my life should be
For I’ve only got a moment
And a whole world yet to see
I’ll by looking for my life out on the loose

There’s a trail that 
I’ll be hiking, just to 
see where it might go
Many places yet to 
visit, many people 
yet to know
So in following my 
dreams, I will live 
and I will grow
In a world out there 
that’s waiting on the 
loose

Chorus
So in search of love 
and laughter I am 
traveling ‘cross this 
land
Never sure of where 
I’m going, for I hav-
en’t any plans
And in time when 
you are ready, come 

and join me take my hand
And together we’ll share life out on the 
loose

On the loose to climb a mountain
On the loose where I am free
On the loose to live my life
The way I think my life should be
For I’ve only got a moment
And a whole world yet to see
I’ll by looking for tomorrow out on the 
loose
~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Favorite camp songs



FOR SALE
For Sale: 14 ft. Starcraft 
boat with trailer and 1200 
lb pwc lift. $1300, south shore, 

call or text Jack, 1-574-250-5852
2012 Rockwood Roo by Forest 
River

24 foot camper. 1 large slide 
out. 2 queen size beds. Shower. 
Bathroom,  A/C, TV , Microwave, 
stove/oven. Very clean. Makes 
for a great overflow for guests. 
Asking 13,000. Please call Bob 
Groszek(south side) 1-219-384-
9291.

LOST &FOUND
FOUND: Green float tube float-
ed in to east shoreline.  It is green 

and says Airhead Rebel on it. 
Call 708-738-3962 if it is yours.

LOST: Kayak paddle, black 
shaft, yellowish blades, probably 
went westward from the north 
shore.  Contact Stewart at 
574.514.0667

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun 
vacation? How about renting 
the most inexpensive but cutest 
and best-located rental in The 
Villages, Florida at ourhome4r-
ent.com/cjp

WANTED
WANTED: Used Boat Lift for 

24’ Pontoon (minimum 26’ 
Canopy) for Northsider. Call Rob 
513 319-4038

Looking for a kids bike trailer 
to buy, or rent for a few weeks. 
Jen Magro Algarotti (north shore) 
624-432-1252

SERVICES
I do sewing and mending at 
fair prices - zippers, hemming, 
small alterations; call Kathy at 
476-9317

If you are in need of yard work 
this summer (weeding, mowing, 
flower care, etc.), Please contact 
Claire Brovold (west side) at 
1(574) 323-3683. 

NOTICE:
Due to lack of participants for the 
First Annual Naked Golf 
Cart Parade, we have decided 
to postpone this event until the 
end of November. - Bob G

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



2018/19 BLYC Officers 
Pat McGann (E), Commodore
574-532-5377 ...................pat@mcgannhay.com
Dan Waxman (E), Vice Commodore
317-506-1680 ........dwaxman@indianablood.org
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Bill Luecht (E), Fleet Captain ........ 476-2843

wal303@sbcglobal.net
2018 BLYC Directors 

P. Com. Angela Bergan (E) ...............561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Barb Cassady (East) ..........................574-303-2831 
bcassady@holycrossvillage.com

Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .......................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau ......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E) ................................574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

Deb Hall (Cove) ......................................... 476-7226
bdeh@sbcglobal.net 

Patty Luecht (E)  .......................................476-2615
pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N) .................................... 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com 

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Sue Williams (S) ........................................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

WATER QUALITY AND HOMEOWNERS
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and 
Homeowners Association ......................... 476-1467

pauljfallon@gmail.com

BLYC Officers and Directors

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
THE YEAR’S GOING FAST!
It’s time to pay your 2020 dues! 

Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

NEW now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues NEW

Tip No 7:  Wave & say “Hi”
Around here folks are friendly and wave to one another 

and say “hi” when we pass on the street or on our boats.  
Be a friendly neighbor and wave a friendly “hello.” 

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com

Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

Motorized Solar Screens

Boat Covers and Tops

Canvas Repair

Aluminum Awnings

●

●

●
●

●


